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issued from London, took a leading part in the Odessa
risings Her resource matched her courage Arzestcd
once in Kiev, with copies of Iskia upon her, she begged
leave to go to the closet in the police yard In an instant,
flinging off her fur cloak and cap, tying a handkerchief over
her head and in her cheap jacket, worn always beneath her
costly cloak, she issued so swiftly and with such complete
transformation that the guard failed to recognize then
prisoner, and she escaped

It was the pains and toils of Russia's womanhood through-
out a century of struggle that helped mightily to pave ihe
way for the Revolution and set its stamp on the new Soviet
order. Inevitably it won for Soviet womanhood a status
and dignity enjoyed in no other land.

No one was more conscious of this than Lenin himself,
who said of it in its culminating phase. "In Petrograd,
here in Moscow, in cities and industrial centres, and out
in the country, proletarian women have stood the test
magnificently in the revolution. Without them we should
not have won. Or barely won. That is my view. How
brave they were, how brave they still are! Just imagine
all the sufferings and privations that they bear. And they
hold out because they want to establish the Soviets, because
they want freedom, communism."

Every characteristic of the line of heroic women fighters
reappears in some foim or other in the new civilization:
their comradeship, their zeal for the common good, their
scrupulous sharing, their sense of absolute equality, their
hatred of exploitation, their belief in the proletariat, their
passion for culture and learning, No one can fully under-
stand the Revolution, nor the new life of the U.S S R , and
the new lot and dignity and authority of its womanhood,
who has not seen it in the light of this century of conflict
and devotion.

When the old order collapsed and the new older took its
place, every vesnge of the old laws relegating women to
subordinate positions was swept away.

Lenin put it like this, and in doing so echoed the words